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Resumen

La atencion al papel que la cultura desempefia en la configuracion de la comunidad politica es una
de las constantes del pensamiento de Platon reflejadas en su produccion escrita. Consciente de la
estrecha relacion entre el individuo y el Estado, el filosofo vuelve, una y otra vez, a reflexionar sobre
la importancia que representa la formacion del ethos de los ciudadanos, no solo con vistas a lograr su
propia felicidad individual sino también a posibilitar una adecuada vida en comtn; asimismo, consi-
dera Platon, la adecuada conformacion ética del todo de la sociedad constituye un elemento relevante
parael logro del ethos de las personas individualmente consideradas. Se trata de un interesante circu-
lo de mutua influencia entre el individuo y el Estado en el que la cultura juega un papel, segtin Platon,
decisivo. Lo que propongo realizar en el siguiente proyecto es un estudio de la mencionada relacion
“ethos individual y entorno social” y de la especifica funcion que desempefia en ella la cultura, a par-
tir del andlisis de algunas posturas presentadas y defendidas en el Gorgias [ Grg.], donde encontramos
uno de los analisis mas lucidos del filosofo en torno al tema.

Abstract

The attention brought to the role played by culture in the shaping of the political community is one
of the constants in Plato s thinking which is reflected in his written work. Well aware of the close
connection between the individual and the State, the philosopher reflects over and over on the
significance represented by the formation of the citizens’ethos, not only towards attaining their own
individual happiness, but also towards enabling a proper life together. Plato also considers that the
proper ethical formation of the entire society is a relevant element for achieving the ethos for people
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individually. It involves an interesting circle of mutual influence between the individual and the State
in which culture plays, according to Plato, a decisive role. My proposal for the following project is
carrying out a study of said connection between “individual ethos and social environment” and of
the specific role culture plays in it, based on the analysis of some views presented and defended in the
Gorgias [Grg.], which contains one of the philosopher s most insightful analyses on this topic.
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